
Drake Primary Academy and Morice Town Primary Academy 

Year 1 Autumn Term Toys — Topic (History) Knowledge Organiser 

This unit builds on your learning in Foundation and will build towards your learning in Year 3, when you learn about and compare different aspects of Victorian and modern day life in ‘The Victorians’. 
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Key Questions 

• Can you name some old and new toys? 

• What is your favourite toy in the present and what is it made out of? 

• What were older toys made out of?  

• What are newer toys made out of? 

• Where have toys been invented? 

• How have toys changed over time?  

• How are past and present toys similar and how are they different? 

Key Facts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Older toys were usually made out of wood, metal or china.  

• Newer toys are usually made out of plastic. 

• Toys have been invented in lots of different countries like China, India and Egypt.  

• Toys are and have always been popular with children.  

• Both past and present toys can move.  

• In the past, some toys were clockwork or you needed to pull a string to make them work. 
Now, a lot of toys are remote controlled or you can press a button. We also have electron-
ic toys now and some new toys need batteries.  

Old toys New toys 

Marbles 

Spinning tops 

Rocking horses 

Teddy bears 

China dolls 

Plastic building bricks (LEGO) 

Remote controlled toys 

Games consoles  

Interactive pets 

Plastic dolls 

  

Past toys  

Present toys  

Pictures 


